Dialysis as 'deus ex machina': a critical analysis of haemodialysis.
This paper examines the context of dialysis from a critical and philosophical standpoint. The traditional attitude of dialysis as an all-saving medical wonder is examined. An alternative interpretation is offered using the analogy of 'experiment' to emphasize the uncertainty, power and control surrounding the treatment of end-stage renal disease. In order for the experiment (of dialysis) to occur, variables (patients) need to be controlled. Control can be found in the social structures around the experiment of dialysis which provide an environment conducive to its success.